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Executive Summary
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In The Name of Allah
This document describes a proposal to
establish An-Nur Kiwi Academy operating
in accordance with Islamic principles for
pupils from level 1 to 13. Allah wills, An-Nur
Kiwi Academy (AKA) will be the first
Islamic school in the South Island of New
Zealand. AKA shall operate on a not-for-
profit basis under charitable status.
Information on the school project and the
legal environment are provided in this
document.

AKA will serve the whole Christchurch
metropolitan and will cater for 300 pupils
during the first 3 years. The premises shall
comprise a minimum of 24 classrooms.

AKA aims to achieve highest quality
education environment that emphasises
the Islamic value system. Subject to this
overriding principle,
National Curriculum shall be adopted in the
teaching programme. Staff shall include
two full-time qualified Islamic studies/
Arabic language teachers.

The operation funding requirement for the
project is presented in the budget
section which allows for all related
expenditure on furniture as well as
providing sufficient working capital for
the first three years of operation. The
funding requirement for the premises
will depend on the site location. It is
intended that this amount shall be raised
through charitable donations,
government grants, gifts, trusts, tuition
fees, services and sale.

The bank details for contributions are
presented in Appendix 6.
Thank you
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Il. Introduction
Christchurch is the main city of the South Island of New Zealand in which a large
Muslim Community lives at present. The Muslim population in Christchurch increased
from 1530 in year 2001 to 2565 in year 2006 (NZ Statistics 2001, 2006). The Muslim
children attend state secular schools where they are subjected to pressure from the
environment at school to adopt values which are contradictory to Islamic values
(evolution theory, sex relations outside marriage, drinking, etc). To alleviate this cultural
deficiency Muslim Association Canterbury (MAC) has been running weekend and
evening classes to t ergcultureamdiAtalmcrlaaguag®aincedta n , | s |
establishment in 1977. These classes, which have been running for a considerable
time, do not solve the problem of the school environment. In 1996, Al-Noor Charitable
Trust (ACT) was established (for details about legal aspect refer to Appendix 1). ACT
is pioneering the formation of successful Islamic education institutions as the logical
answer to this problem.

In year 2000 ACT established its first project, An-Nur Childcare Centre, the first
Islamic based early childhood education (ECE) institution in beautiful New Zealand
(NZ). So far the centre has been reviewed 3 times by Education Review Office (ERO),
and has been moving form strength to strength (for further details refer to Appendix 2).
The Centre is open to the NZ community at large and has served practically all NZ
ethnicities.

At present, the Board of Trustees has decided to expand the scope of ACT education
services and establish "An-Nur Kiwi Academy". AKA is envisioned as Islamic based
education organization with ECE, Primary (years 1-6 co-education), Girls High (years
7-13) and Boys High (years 7-13) campus open for NZ community at large. We believe
that for New Zealand Muslims to have a productive and prosperous future we must
develop for our community excellence in education and training, strong cultural identity
and NZ citizenship and successful economy.

We strongly believe that AKA will not only serve the long due education needs of the
Muslim community at Christchurch, but equally important will serve well the NZ
education industry and the international Muslim university students. This stance is also
shared by NZ Muslim leaders at the national and community level as well as NZ
government and intellectual officials (Appendix 3,0f f i ci al sd reference | e
project). At present there are large numbers of Muslim international university students
(e.g. Saudi Arabia, Malaysia) who are accompanied with their families. Having Islamic
based schooling for their children will satisfy their cultural needs while in New Zealand.
This will translate into better academic performance as it will remove the hassle of home
schooling for their children of Islamic subjects as well as follow up time at public
schools. Having Islamic based full spectrum schooling (ECE to Secondary levels) will
attract more international Muslim students to join Universities in and around
Christchurch. Such situation will aid in relieving the economic pressure on New Zealand
due to world wide recession. Furthermore, AKA has boarding programs for year 11-13
international students to prepare them for NZ universities entrance directly . Below are
the details for the business plan for establishing An-Nur Kiwi Academy.



lIl. The Need for an Islamic School in Christchurch

1. The Value of Islamic Schooling in New Zealand

T

New Zealand prides itself as a friendly, welcoming, inclusive multicultural
society. Now the population has experienced more than 1,000% rise in the
number of Muslims living in New Zealand from 2544 in 1986 to over 36,000 in
2006. This is mostly due to immigration. Therefore it is expected from NZ
government as a friendly, welcoming, inclusive multicultural society to cater for
its Muslim citizens by fostering their culture and support it.

People best perform when their needs are satisfied. Having cultural identity
preserved and nurtured leads to increased self esteem which is vital for confident
social interactions and relationships. Such issue requires establishing education
Institutions. A Muslim school is such an institution, which is established to mold a
child into an Islamic personality and provide the educational needs of children.
The proposed An-Nur Kiwi Academy (AKA) will provide Muslim children with an
Islamic environment during their schooling. The homogeneity of their culture and
values creates social and emotional stability which facilitates and accelerates
their learning in general areas of education (math, science, language, arts, etc.).
AKA students will develop a strong sense of New Zealand citizenship. They not
only will preserve rich Islamic heritage, but equally important will contribute
towards development and progress of the New Zealand society in general.
Education research shows that children, specially the younger ones, perform
better when they are in familiar social settings. AKA will give Muslim children an
atmosphere in which they can grow and excel.

Besides, Muslim children who attend AKA will be regularly in touch with the wider
NZs t u d esacietg. Dheir exposure to the largest NZ culture will be an integral
part of AKA curriculum. Sister schools, television, news media, neighborhoods,
and non-Muslim staff in AKA will keep the windows to the larger NZ society wide
open. After all. AKA will not be restricted to Muslim students but wide open to all
students from the NZ larger community. AK A mo alltpapilsiwelcomeo .

2. Community Survey

To determine the needs of Islamic schooling in Christchurch, ACT conducted a
survey (Appendix 3) in July 2009 on the subject. A total of 250 survey forms
were personally distributed and 81 forms were completed (32.4%). The results
reported below are derived from the data of the 81 forms completed.

Geographical distribution of the Christchurch Muslim community: The
results indicated that the Christchurch Muslim community is wide spread over
Christchurch metropolitan (Figure 1). Higher density population is noticed in
Richmond, Riccarton and Hornby/ Wigram suburbs. It is interesting to note that
both Riccarton and Hornby (yellow bars) house about 35% of the Christchurch
Muslim population. This may be due to their central proximity to Canterbury
University Lincoln University and An-Nur Childcare Centre. This result is




important for the future selection of premises for An-Nur Kiwi Academy AKA.
Certainly the optimal site for AKA is the City Central. Other options include
Riccarton , Hornby and_ Wigram. Other suburbs can be considered if
transportation is made available
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Figure 1: Geographical distribution of Christchurch Muslim Community
(top) and Christchurch map (bottom).



1 NZresidency status of the Christchurch Muslim community: To establish
the structure of the Christchurch Muslim community in terms of NZ citizenship we
analyzed the visa status of the Muslim families surveyed. The results indicated
that the Christchurch Muslim community comprises about 23% international
students versus 77% NZ citizens (Figure 2).

VISA STATUS
International
Student
Citizen/ PR
0 20 40 60 80 100
% of Total Surveyed

Figure 2: NZ Residency Status of Christchurch Muslim Community

This finding is very important as majority of international students pay full tuition
for their children in public school. Therefore having international university
students enrolling their children in AKA will significantly facilitate the operation
cost of AKA especially in the first five years.

1 Current Muslim student population in Christchurch Schools: We compiled
the data reported by the parents in the survey with regard to their childrend s
current enrollment in various schools of Christchurch Figure 4.
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Figure 4: Population of Muslim students in Christchurch public schools



The total number of Muslim students attending various schools is 123 as per the
survey results. Certainly the number of Muslim students in Christchurch is much
bigger than the survey results.

Based on personal observations during the Islamic festivals or Eids whereby the
Muslims bring their children to the celebration to have good time and exchange
gifts, a conservative estimate of the number of Muslim students in Christchurch
public schools may range from 450 to 500 in total. At present the roll of Muslim
children in An-Nur Childcare Centre is 34 and 10 on the waiting list. Note that
only 19 kindergarten students were reported in the survey.

According to the survey 15% of Muslim students in Christchurch are enrolled in
kindergartens, 50% in primary schools and 27% in high schools. We believe
these ratios are accurate representations of the real life situation. These figures
are important for the decision of what type of school AKA will be at the start. At
present An-Nur Childcare Centre is already established and functioning well
academically and financially. AKA Primary campus should be considered from
the start due to the student density. Boys High campus may be considered from
the start for ACT to succeed in marketing the program overseas to attract
international boarding students to generate premium fees. Girls High campus will
be established once AKA is academically and financially robust.

Christchurch Muslim community perception of AKA: To establish the
perception of surveyed participants of AKA, they were asked to what extent they
agree with t AMuslentsehaokismeedad in Cliristchurcho .

Need of Muslim School in
Christchurch
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Figure 3: Christchurch Muslim community perception of AKA



The results as presented in Figure 3 indicate that about 90% of the families
strongly agree that a Muslim school is needed in Christchurch. This is very
encouraging result as majority of families surveyed are expected to join AKA
once established.

Community Support for AKA: To gauge the community support for AKA the
Muslim community of Christchurch were asked in the survey whether they are
prepared to enroll their children once the school is established. The results of

data compiled is presented in Figure 5
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Figure 5: Readiness of Christchurch Muslims to enroll their children in AKA

The results in Figure 5 indicate that more than 83% of the surveyed Muslim
families in Christchurch are ready to enroll their children in AKA once
established. About 13% are undecided. Only 4% of the Muslim families surveyed
are not considering enrolling their children in AKA once established.

AKA founder team is confident to change the stand of the families not
considering enrolling their children through their commitment to excellence in
education. AKA must ensure that:

1. Its academic program is better or at least equivalent to good public schools in
Christchurch.
2. lIts staff is professionally trained and well qualified.

By meeting the two conditions above, we are sure that the A K A pesformance
can be no less than any good public school academically plus its great Islamic
learning environment.



1 Community financial support:

To forecast for the financial support in term of tuition fees, the surveyed parents
were asked if they are able to cover their children education fee and if not how
much they can afford.

As a not for profit school we will charge the absolute minimum which we
estimated per child as $7000 per year assuming that financial support from the
NZ Ministry of Education is $2000 per child per year. The results of the expected
community financial support in term of school fees for AKA are presented in
Figure 6.

School Fee
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Figure 6: financial capability of Christchurch Muslims for tuition fees

According to the results above, 28% of the families surveyed indicated that they
are ready to pay full tuition ($7000). It is important to indicate that majority of
these families are international students who are supported by scholarships for
their children education form their government. Only few NZ Muslim citizens
indicated their willingness to pay full tuition.

Furthermore, the results of the survey indicated that majority of NZ Muslim
citizens (40%) can only afford $100 to $300 per child per year. About 20% of the
Muslim citizens in Christchurch are welling to pay up to $500 per child per year if
AKA is established. Only 11% of Muslim citizen families can afford up to $1000
per child per year. These results are important as they will be used to prepare the
budget forecast for establishing AKA.
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V. Goals of An-Nur Kiwi Academy

1 AKA's primary goal is to give its students such a solid grounding in Islam as a
meaningful way of life and academics that they will be able to go forth and
succeed in mainstream New Zealand life without compromising their good
values. "Proud to be Muslim, proud to be Kiwi".

1 To support NZ education industry. Export education is a key contributor to the
NewZealand 6 s devel opment asinyear ROOSthelexpaltge nat i o1
education contributed $2.3 billion to the New Zealand economy. By comparison,

Ne w Z e alealingdegpsert industries, meat and dairy earn around $4.7 billion
and $7 billion a year respectively.

In recent years, NZ education industry has developed strong business ties with
many Muslim countries such as Saudi Arabia, Oman, United Arab Emirates and
Malaysia. Thousands of international Muslim students from these countries are
currently studying in NZ universities. At present there are large numbers of
Muslim international university students in Christchurch (e.g. Saudi Arabia,
Malaysia) who are accompanied with their families. Having Islamic based
schooling for their children will satisfy their cultural needs while in New Zealand.
This will translate into better academic performance by the parents in their
university study programs as it will remove the hassle of home schooling for their
children of the Islamic subjects as well as follow up time at public schools.
Having Islamic based full spectrum schooling (ECE to Secondary level) will
attract more international Muslim students to join NZ universities in and around
Christchurch. Such situation will aid in relieving the economic pressure on New
Zealand due to world wide recession. Furthermore, AKA has boarding service for
international high school students to prepare them for direct entry into the NZ
universities without spending time in the English and foundation studies.

1 To provide social and recreational facilities to the community. At present
various Islamic organizations such as MAC, Muslim student associations of
University of Canterbury, Lincoln University rent community halls to provide
cultural activities. They also rent sports facilities for Muslim youngsters. Social
and sport activities are badly needed in the Muslim community in
Christchurch especially for Muslim girls and women. The expenses of such
activities will come to a minimum once AKA acquires its own premises. Such
activities will include establishing a social club with recreational facilities like table
tennis, soccer, basketball, badminton, swimming and occasional recreational and
educational trips.

1 To establish a comprehensive Islamic Library: This will be a resource
Centre not only for AKA students but also for the Christchurch community and
other organizations seeking academic literature on Islam such as undergraduate
and postgraduate students in University of Canterbury, Lincoln University and
Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology.
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V. Strategies

1 Track Record. Starting and sustaining a private Islamic school is undoubtedly a
lengthy and challenging process. The founding committee members have real life
experience in this field as they have already established in 2000 the first Islamic
based pre-school in New Zealand An-Nur Childcare Centre and have sustained
it since then. Therefore the current business plan is a progression of current
activities (Figure 7).

Jahatt Liliaat i) 38 sa

An-Nur hildcare Centre

Figure 7: Presentations of existing facility of An-Nur Childcare Centre (top)
and a model for An-Nur Kiwi Academy (bottom)

Furthermore, there are two already established Islamic schools in Auckland/ New
Zealand which can render practical advice from their examples if needed.
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Therefore, the founding team of AKA are confident that by the grace of Allah they
will successfully meet the challenges ahead in AKA project.

1 Tax Exempt Status. AKA is structured as not for profit school under the Al-Noor
Charitable Trust. ACT is a bona fide NZ tax-exempt organization with
Registration number CC39331.

1 Founding Committee: A small committee of highly committed people for the
project has been formed as AKA founding team. These are Dr. Maysoon
Salama, Mrs Sherin Darwish and Mr. Atta Elayyan lead by Dr. Mohammad
Alayan (for CVs refer to Appendix V). In addition the committee has already
established close working relationship with a group of supporting parents with
financial, legal, management and building experience to aid the preliminary work
of the project. If required the founding team have access to special funds from
ACT development account (for details refer to bank documents Appendix V) to
co-opt additional paid talent, if needed, to guide them through the various
challenges, technicalities and road blocks, which will inevitably pop up.
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