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Executive Summary  ИмϽЇгЮϜ ϿϮнв 

 
In The Name of Allah 

This document describes a proposal to 
establish An-Nur Kiwi Academy operating 
in accordance with Islamic principles for 
pupils from level 1 to 13. Allah wills, An-Nur 
Kiwi Academy (AKA) will be the first 
Islamic school in the South Island of New 
Zealand. AKA shall operate on a not-for-
profit basis under charitable status. 
Information on the school project and the 
legal environment are provided in this 
document. 
 
AKA will serve the whole Christchurch 
metropolitan and will cater for 300 pupils 
during the first 3 years. The premises shall 
comprise a minimum of 24 classrooms. 
 
AKA aims to achieve highest quality 
education environment that emphasises 
the Islamic value system. Subject to this 
overriding principle, the New Zealandôs 
National Curriculum shall be adopted in the 
teaching programme. Staff shall include 
two full-time qualified Islamic studies/ 
Arabic language teachers. 
 

The operation funding requirement for the 
project is presented in the budget 
section which allows for all related 
expenditure on furniture as well as 
providing sufficient working capital for 
the first three years of operation. The 
funding requirement for the premises 
will depend on the site location. It is 
intended that this amount shall be raised 
through charitable donations, 
government grants, gifts, trusts, tuition 
fees, services and sale.  
 
The bank details for contributions are 
presented in Appendix 6.  
Thank you   
     

буϲϽЮϜ егϲϽЮϜ ύϜ бЃϠ 
йϦϝЪϽϠм ύϜ ϣгϲϼм бЫуЯК аыЃЮϜ:  дϜ пЮ ϟуГт

 сгуЯЛϦ ϰϽЊ ̭ϝЇжϜ ИмϽЇв ϰϽϧЧв бЫтϹтϜ еуϠ аϹЦϜ
 ЙугϮ бЏтм йϳгЃЮϜ аыЂъϜ буЮϝЛϦ пЯК сзϡв
рнжϝϫЮϜм БЂнϧгЮϜм сϚϜϹϧϠъϜ буЯЛϧЮϜ ЭϲϜϽв . дϒ

 ϼнзЮϜ йугтϸϝЪϜ иϝзугЂϜ рϻЮϜм ϰϽЋЮϜ Ϝϻк ύϜ ̭ϝІ
ϹзЮϾнузЮϜ иϽтϿϯЮϜ сТ йувыЂϜ йЂϼϹв Ьмϒ нк йт

ϜϹжъϾнуж ев йуϠнзϯЮϜ  . йтϹзЮϾнузЮϜ ϼнзЮϜ йугтϸϝЪϜ
 оϹЮ ϝугЂϼ ЭϯЃгЮϜ рϽуϷЮϜ ϼнзЮϜ СЦнЮ йЛϠϝϦ
 бЦϼ ХТϽгЮϝϠ еуϡв нк ϝгЪ йтϹзЮϾнузЮϜ йвнЫϳЮϜ1 

 йϳУЊ24.  сТ йЛЦϜнЮϜ йтϹзЮϾнузЮϜ ϼнзЮϜ йугтϸϝЪϜ
БЮϜ ЭЫЮ ϝлϠϜнϠϜ ϱϧУϧЂ ЄϽЇЃтϜϽЪ ϣзтϹв Ϟъ

йзтϹгЮϜ иϻк сТ еугЯЃгЮϜ мЀбЏϦ ύϜ дϺϓϠ 24 
ϝуЂϜϼϸ ыЋТ.  

 
йтϹзЮϾнузЮϜ ϼнзЮϜ йугтϸϝЪϜ  пЯКϜ ХуЧϳϧЮ ϱгГϦ

ϟϦϜϽв  ̭оϸϝϡгЮϜ ϼϝВϜ сТ йугуЯЛϧЮϜ иϸнϯЮϜ
 ϭкϝзгЮϜ ϼϝϡϧКъϝϠ иϻ϶ϐ йϳгЃЮϜ йувϝЃЮϜ йувыЂъϜ

ϥЮϜИйтϹзЮϾнузЮϜ йугуЮ . ύϜ ̭ϝІ дϜ сЃтϼϹϧЮϜ бЦϝГЮϜ
етϺϝϧЂϜ бЏуЂ  йувыЂъϜ ϤϝЂϜϼϹЮϜ сТ еуЋЋϷϧв
йуϠϽЛЮϜ йПЯЮϜм.  

 
 йугтϸϝЪϜ ̭ϝЇжϜ ИмϽЇв ϣужϜϿугЮ йтϽтϹЧϧЮϜ йУЯЫЮϜ

 йтϹзЮϾнузЮϜ ϼнзЮϜϽтϽЧϧЮϜ Ϝϻк сТ йзуϡвпЯК  йϳУЊ
19  ϩуϪϝϦ ев ИмϽЇгЮϝϠ йЧЯЛϧгЮϜ СуЮϝЫϧЮϜ ЭгЇϦм

ϤϜнзЂ ϨыϪ ϢϹгЮ ЭуПЇϦм  РнЃТ пзϡгЮϜ ϣУЯЫϦ ϝвϒ
пЯК ϹгϧЛϦ ̭ϑзϡЮϜ ЙЦнв .и ύϜ дϺϓϠ бϧуЂ йУЯЫЮϜ иϺ

 ϤϝвнЫϳЮϝϠ ЬϝЋϦъϜ Ьы϶ ев ϝлЛугϯϦ бтϽЫЮϜ
 йтϽуϷЮϜ йувыЂъϜ ϤϝуЛгϯЮϜм иϹуІϽЮϜ йувыЂъϜ
 иϽуОм рϹзЮϾнузЮϜ свнЫϳЮϜ бКϹЮϜм ϞыГЮϜ анЂϼм

ЬыϳЮϜ бКϹЮϜ ϸϼϜнв ев.  
 

  йуЫзϡЮϜ ϤϝвнЯЛгЮϜ ϞϝϧЫЮϜ ϣуВ ХТϽж аϝϧϷЮϜ сТ
Ϭм йтϹзЮϾнузЮϜ ϼнзЮϜ йугтϸϝЪъϜϽу϶ ύϜ бЪϜϾ .
йϦϝЪϽϠм ύϜ ϣгϲϼм бЫуЯК аыЃЮϜ.  
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II. Introduction 
Christchurch is the main city of the South Island of New Zealand in which a large 
Muslim Community lives at present. The Muslim population in Christchurch increased 
from 1530 in year 2001 to 2565 in year 2006 (NZ Statistics 2001, 2006). The Muslim 
children attend state secular schools where they are subjected to pressure from the 
environment at school to adopt values which are contradictory to Islamic values 
(evolution theory, sex relations outside marriage, drinking, etc). To alleviate this cultural 
deficiency Muslim Association Canterbury (MAC) has been running weekend and 
evening classes to teach children Qurôan, Islamic culture and Arabic language since its 
establishment in 1977. These classes, which have been running for a considerable 
time, do not solve the problem of the school environment. In 1996, Al-Noor Charitable 
Trust (ACT) was established (for details about legal aspect refer to Appendix 1). ACT 
is pioneering the formation of successful Islamic education institutions as the logical 
answer to this problem. 

In year 2000 ACT established its first project, An-Nur Childcare Centre, the first 
Islamic based early childhood education (ECE) institution in beautiful New Zealand 
(NZ). So far the centre has been reviewed 3 times by Education Review Office (ERO), 
and has been moving form strength to strength (for further details refer to Appendix 2). 
The Centre is open to the NZ community at large and has served practically all NZ 
ethnicities. 

At present, the Board of Trustees has decided to expand the scope of ACT education 
services and establish "An-Nur Kiwi Academy". AKA is envisioned as Islamic based 
education organization with ECE, Primary (years 1-6 co-education), Girls High (years 
7-13) and Boys High (years 7-13) campus open for NZ community at large. We believe 
that for New Zealand Muslims to have a productive and prosperous future we must 
develop for our community excellence in education and training, strong cultural identity 
and NZ citizenship and successful economy.  

We strongly believe that AKA will not only serve the long due education needs of the 
Muslim community at Christchurch, but equally important will serve well the NZ 
education industry and the international Muslim university students. This stance is also 
shared by NZ Muslim leaders at the national and community level as well as NZ 
government and intellectual officials (Appendix 3, officialsô reference letters on the 
project). At present there are large numbers of Muslim international university students 
(e.g. Saudi Arabia, Malaysia) who are accompanied with their families. Having Islamic 
based schooling for their children will satisfy their cultural needs while in New Zealand. 
This will translate into better academic performance as it will remove the hassle of home 
schooling for their children of Islamic subjects as well as follow up time at public 
schools. Having Islamic based full spectrum schooling (ECE to Secondary levels) will 
attract more international Muslim students to join Universities in and around 
Christchurch. Such situation will aid in relieving the economic pressure on New Zealand 
due to world wide recession. Furthermore, AKA has boarding programs for year 11-13 
international students to prepare them for NZ universities entrance directly . Below are 
the details for the business plan for establishing An-Nur Kiwi Academy. 
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III. The Need for an Islamic School in Christchurch 
 
1. The Value of Islamic Schooling in New Zealand 

¶ New Zealand prides itself as a friendly, welcoming, inclusive multicultural 
society. Now the population has experienced more than 1,000% rise in the 
number of Muslims living in New Zealand from 2544 in 1986 to over 36,000 in 
2006. This is mostly due to immigration. Therefore it is expected from NZ 
government as a friendly, welcoming, inclusive multicultural society to cater for 
its Muslim citizens by fostering their culture and support it.  

¶ People best perform when their needs are satisfied. Having cultural identity 
preserved and nurtured leads to increased self esteem which is vital for confident 
social interactions and relationships. Such issue requires establishing education 
Institutions. A Muslim school is such an institution, which is established to mold a 
child into an Islamic personality and provide the educational needs of children.  

¶ The proposed An-Nur Kiwi Academy (AKA) will provide Muslim children with an 
Islamic environment during their schooling. The homogeneity of their culture and 
values creates social and emotional stability which facilitates and accelerates 
their learning in general areas of education (math, science, language, arts, etc.). 
AKA students will develop a strong sense of New Zealand citizenship. They not 
only will preserve rich Islamic heritage, but equally important will contribute 
towards development and progress of the New Zealand society in general.  

¶ Education research shows that children, specially the younger ones, perform 
better when they are in familiar social settings. AKA will give Muslim children an 
atmosphere in which they can grow and excel.  

¶ Besides, Muslim children who attend AKA will be regularly in touch with the wider 
NZ studentsô society. Their exposure to the largest NZ culture will be an integral 
part of AKA curriculum. Sister schools, television, news media, neighborhoods, 
and non-Muslim staff in AKA will keep the windows to the larger NZ society wide 
open. After all. AKA will not be restricted to Muslim students but wide open to all 
students from the NZ larger community. AKA motto ñall pupils welcomeò.  

2. Community Survey 

To determine the needs of Islamic schooling in Christchurch, ACT conducted a 
survey (Appendix 3) in July 2009 on the subject. A total of 250 survey forms 
were personally distributed and 81 forms were completed (32.4%).  The results 
reported below are derived from the data of the 81 forms completed. 

 

¶ Geographical distribution of the Christchurch Muslim community: The 
results indicated that the Christchurch Muslim community is wide spread over 
Christchurch metropolitan (Figure 1). Higher density population is noticed in 
Richmond, Riccarton and Hornby/ Wigram suburbs. It is interesting to note that 
both Riccarton and Hornby (yellow bars) house about 35% of the Christchurch 
Muslim population. This may be due to their central proximity to Canterbury 
University Lincoln University and An-Nur Childcare Centre. This result is 
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important for the future selection of premises for An-Nur Kiwi Academy AKA. 
Certainly the optimal site for AKA is the City Central. Other options include 
Riccarton , Hornby and Wigram. Other suburbs can be considered if 
transportation is made available  
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Figure 1: Geographical distribution of Christchurch Muslim Community 
(top) and Christchurch map (bottom). 
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¶ NZ residency status of the Christchurch Muslim community: To establish 
the structure of the Christchurch Muslim community in terms of NZ citizenship we 
analyzed the visa status of the Muslim families surveyed.  The results indicated 
that the Christchurch Muslim community comprises about 23% international 
students versus 77% NZ citizens (Figure 2).  

 

VISA STATUS
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Figure 2: NZ Residency Status of Christchurch Muslim Community 
 

This finding is very important as majority of international students pay full tuition 
for their children in public school. Therefore having international university 
students enrolling their children in AKA will significantly facilitate the operation 
cost of AKA especially in the first five years. 
 

¶ Current Muslim student population in Christchurch Schools: We compiled 
the data reported by the parents in the survey with regard to their childrenôs 
current enrollment in various schools of Christchurch Figure 4.      
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Figure 4: Population of Muslim students in Christchurch public schools  
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The total number of Muslim students attending various schools is 123 as per the 
survey results. Certainly the number of Muslim students in Christchurch is much 
bigger than the survey results.  
 
Based on personal observations during the Islamic festivals or Eids whereby the 
Muslims bring their children to the celebration to have good time and exchange 
gifts, a conservative estimate of the number of Muslim students in Christchurch 
public schools may range from 450 to 500 in total. At present the roll of Muslim 
children in An-Nur Childcare Centre is 34 and 10 on the waiting list. Note that 
only 19 kindergarten students were reported in the survey.  
 
According to the survey 15% of Muslim students in Christchurch are enrolled in 
kindergartens, 50% in primary schools and 27% in high schools. We believe 
these ratios are accurate representations of the real life situation. These figures 
are important for the decision of what type of school AKA will be at the start. At 
present An-Nur Childcare Centre is already established and functioning well 
academically and financially. AKA Primary campus should be considered from 
the start due to the student density. Boys High campus may be considered from 
the start for ACT to succeed in marketing the program overseas to attract 
international boarding students to generate premium fees. Girls High campus will 
be established once AKA is academically and financially robust. 

 

¶ Christchurch Muslim community perception of AKA: To establish the 
perception of surveyed participants of AKA, they were asked to what extent they 
agree with the statement: ñA Muslim school is needed in Christchurchò.  
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Figure 3: Christchurch Muslim community perception of AKA 
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The results as presented in Figure 3 indicate that about 90% of the families 
strongly agree that a Muslim school is needed in Christchurch. This is very 
encouraging result as majority of families surveyed are expected to join AKA 
once established. 
 

¶ Community Support for AKA:  To gauge the community support for AKA the 
Muslim community of Christchurch were asked in the survey whether they are 
prepared to enroll their children once the school is established. The results of 
data compiled is presented in Figure 5 
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Figure 5: Readiness of Christchurch Muslims to enroll their children in AKA  
 

The results in Figure 5 indicate that more than 83% of the surveyed Muslim 
families in Christchurch are ready to enroll their children in AKA once 
established. About 13% are undecided. Only 4% of the Muslim families surveyed 
are not considering enrolling their children in AKA once established. 

AKA founder team is confident to change the stand of the families not 
considering enrolling their children through their commitment to excellence in 
education. AKA must ensure that: 

1. Its academic program is better or at least equivalent to good public schools in 
Christchurch.  

2. Its staff is professionally trained and well qualified.  

By meeting the two conditions above, we are sure that the AKAôs performance 
can be no less than any good public school academically plus its great Islamic 
learning environment.   
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¶ Community financial support:  

To forecast for the financial support in term of tuition fees, the surveyed parents 
were asked if they are able to cover their children education fee and if not how 
much they can afford.  

As a not for profit school we will charge the absolute minimum which we 
estimated per child as $7000 per year assuming that financial support from the 
NZ Ministry of Education is $2000 per child per year. The results of the expected 
community financial support in term of school fees for AKA are presented in 
Figure 6.    

School Fee

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

 [$100-300]  [$301-500]  [$501-1000]  [$7000]

%
 o

f 
T

o
ta

l 
S

u
rv

e
y

e
d

 
 

Figure 6: financial capability of Christchurch Muslims for tuition fees 
 
According to the results above, 28% of the families surveyed indicated that they 
are ready to pay full tuition ($7000). It is important to indicate that majority of 
these families are international students who are supported by scholarships for 
their children education form their government. Only few NZ Muslim citizens 
indicated their willingness to pay full tuition.  
 
Furthermore, the results of the survey indicated that majority of NZ Muslim 
citizens (40%) can only afford $100 to $300 per child per year. About 20% of the 
Muslim citizens in Christchurch are welling to pay up to $500 per child per year if 
AKA is established. Only 11% of Muslim citizen families can afford up to $1000 
per child per year. These results are important as they will be used to prepare the 
budget forecast for establishing AKA. 
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IV. Goals of An-Nur Kiwi Academy 
 

¶ AKA's primary goal is to give its students such a solid grounding in Islam as a 
meaningful way of life and academics that they will be able to go forth and 
succeed in mainstream New Zealand life without compromising their good 
values. "Proud to be Muslim, proud to be Kiwi".  

 

¶ To support NZ education industry. Export education is a key contributor to the 
New Zealandôs development as a knowledge nation. In year 2008 the export 
education contributed $2.3 billion to the New Zealand economy. By comparison, 
New Zealandôs leading export industries, meat and dairy earn around $4.7 billion 
and $7 billion a year respectively.  

 
In recent years, NZ education industry has developed strong business ties with 
many Muslim countries such as Saudi Arabia, Oman, United Arab Emirates and 
Malaysia. Thousands of international Muslim students from these countries are 
currently studying in NZ universities. At present there are large numbers of 
Muslim international university students in Christchurch (e.g. Saudi Arabia, 
Malaysia) who are accompanied with their families. Having Islamic based 
schooling for their children will satisfy their cultural needs while in New Zealand. 
This will translate into better academic performance by the parents in their 
university study programs as it will remove the hassle of home schooling for their 
children of the Islamic subjects as well as follow up time at public schools. 
Having Islamic based full spectrum schooling (ECE to Secondary level) will 
attract more international Muslim students to join NZ universities in and around 
Christchurch. Such situation will aid in relieving the economic pressure on New 
Zealand due to world wide recession. Furthermore, AKA has boarding service for 
international high school students to prepare them for direct entry into the NZ 
universities without spending time in the English and foundation studies.  

 

¶ To provide social and recreational facilities to the community. At present 
various Islamic organizations such as MAC, Muslim student associations of 
University of Canterbury, Lincoln University rent community halls to provide 
cultural activities. They also rent sports facilities for Muslim youngsters. Social 
and sport activities are badly needed in the Muslim community in 
Christchurch especially for Muslim girls and women. The expenses of such 
activities will come to a minimum once AKA acquires its own premises. Such 
activities will include establishing a social club with recreational facilities like table 
tennis, soccer, basketball, badminton, swimming and occasional recreational and 
educational trips. 

 

¶ To establish a comprehensive Islamic Library: This will be a resource  
Centre not only for AKA students but also for the Christchurch community and 
other organizations seeking academic literature on Islam such as undergraduate 
and postgraduate students in University of Canterbury, Lincoln University and 
Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology. 
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V. Strategies 
 

¶ Track Record. Starting and sustaining a private Islamic school is undoubtedly a 
lengthy and challenging process. The founding committee members have real life 
experience in this field as they have already established in 2000 the first Islamic 
based pre-school in New Zealand An-Nur Childcare Centre and have sustained 
it since then. Therefore the current business plan is a progression of current 
activities (Figure 7). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 7: Presentations of existing facility of An-Nur Childcare Centre (top) 
and a model for An-Nur Kiwi Academy (bottom)  

 
Furthermore, there are two already established Islamic schools in Auckland/ New 
Zealand which can render practical advice from their examples if needed. 
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Therefore, the founding team of AKA are confident that by the grace of Allah they 
will successfully meet the challenges ahead in AKA project. 

 

¶ Tax Exempt Status.  AKA is structured as not for profit school under the Al-Noor 
Charitable Trust.  ACT is a bona fide NZ tax-exempt organization with 
Registration number CC39331. 

 

¶ Founding Committee: A small committee of highly committed people for the 
project has been formed as AKA founding team. These are Dr. Maysoon 
Salama, Mrs Sherin Darwish and Mr. Atta Elayyan lead by Dr. Mohammad 
Alayan (for CVs refer to Appendix IV). In addition the committee has already 
established close working relationship with a group of supporting parents with 
financial, legal, management and building experience to aid the preliminary work 
of the project. If required the founding team have access to special funds from 
ACT development account (for details refer to bank documents Appendix V) to 
co-opt additional paid talent, if needed, to guide them through the various 
challenges, technicalities and road blocks, which will inevitably pop up.  

 


